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May 21, 2008

To: Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, Chair of the California Energy Commission

Cc: Panama Bartholomy, California Energy Commission and Jeff Weir, Air Resources Board 

Re: Comments from The Pacific Forest Trust on the LUSCAT submission to CARB 

Dear Chair Pfannenstiel,

The Pacific Forest Trust (PFT) appreciates the opportunity to submit comments to LUSCAT on its draft submission to the CARB Scoping Plan on Local Government, Land Use and Transportation.  We would like to thank LUSCAT for recognizing the important role that natural and working landscapes play in addressing climate change, and commend the committee for including a number of critical land use and conservation measures in its draft submission.  This is a very positive first step, and we would like to offer the following suggestions for consideration within the final draft.

1) Emphasize the significant impacts of land conversion 

In addition to absorbing and storing CO2 from the atmosphere and acting as “carbon reserves,” natural and working landscapes provide critical ecosystem services such as water quality, wildlife habitat, recreation and local products.  Continuing to lose these lands to development threatens important co-benefits, in addition to the state’s ability to achieve its GHG reduction targets and overall climate policy goals. 

2) Include disincentives as well as incentives 

In addition to focusing on incentives for land conservation, we encourage LUSCAT to include disincentives for GHG-intensive sprawl and development that involves the conversion of prime forest and agricultural land.

3) Adopt a statewide mitigation program and policy of “no net loss”

A critical component of a comprehensive land use climate strategy is a statewide mitigation program to address the GHG impacts of conversion.  Also referred to as “no net loss” of climate benefits, this policy would require mitigation for net current emissions from development, as well as future and cumulative impacts of land conversion. 

4) Integrate conservation into regional and local models, plans and GHG targets

As part of the strategy for achieving regional and local GHG targets, policies to encourage smart growth and conservation will require the use of models, quantification methods and accounting protocols that assist in estimating the GHG impacts of various development plans, including those that result in the conversion of existing open space and the loss of future carbon sequestration benefits.

PFT would like to thank LUSCAT for taking the time to consider these comments, and look forward to working with CARB to incorporate these suggestions into the Scoping Plan.

Sincerely,

Emily Russell-Roy
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